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his speech at the Annual Meeting of the Associated Chambers
of Commerce at Calcutta, on December 14, 1944, His
Excellency the Viceroy said: 'It is doubtful if the mining
industry will ever be stable or contented until a real effort
has been made to establish a permanent labour force in good
condition. If we are to produce all the coal we need for
industrial development after the war, it must be worth a
man's while to become a whole-time miner; even after the
ban on women working underground has been reimposed.'
The passage is note-worthy; if the industry is to produce the
necessary amount of coal required for the future needs of
industrialization of the country, it must have a permanent
labour force; and if a permanent labour force is to be built
up, the provision of good working conditions is essential.
But the 'ban on women working underground' although
very desirable on humanitarian grounds, is a great hindrance
in the way of establishing a permanent labour force. The
exclusion of women from underground working has reduced
the miners' and loaders' family earnings, and has proved
economically disadvantageous and socially disruptive. For
permanent settlement of labour force in healthy social sur-
roundings it is essential that all possible steps should be taken
to reserve for miners' women vacancies occurring among the
surface workers wherever practicable. Avenues for the
employment of women should also be explored in the new
auxiliary industries for utilizing coal-tar and other by-products
of coal. The post-war development plan of the Bihar Govern-
ment, envisages the establishment of large-scale mechanical
and chemical industries to be developed from iron, coal, mica,
bauxite, refractory materials, etc. Two of the major
industries, viz* the nitrogen industry and low temperature
carbonization, which have already been taken up by the Bihar
Government, are being located in the coal-field areas. It has
been de'cided that the, factory for manufacturing 3,50,000 tons
of ammonia should be set up at Sindari, near DhanbadL* These
new industries should provide some scope for the employ-
ment of miners' women, which will greatly assist the develop-
ment of a permanent mining population.
*-'3tliis factory has now gone into production.